
Materials:
- used dryer sheets (about 10 - 12, with no fabric softener residue remaining)
- soft paint brush
-  1- 2 acrylic paint colours of your choice (Golden, Stevenson, Liquitex - whatever you 

have on hand), you may have fabric paints like Dyn-a-flow - use what you have 
-  spray bottle with water
-  plastic to protect your work surface
-  black felt, enough to wrap around your book or digital device, adding enough to fold 

over when finishing the cover 
-  assorted threads (including metallic and regular sewing threads, soft braid)
-  metallica needles
-  light weight fusible (paper-backed lightweight Pellon Wonder Under works well)
-  non woven fusible interfacing
-  small piece of stiff cardstock
-  fabric pencil and regular pencil
-  scissors
- measuring tape
- sewing machine in good working order
- iron and ironing board, pressing sheet or parchment paper 
- ruler and rotary cutter
- 2 strips of quilting cotton for facings (3” wide and about 5” long each)
- ribbons and charms for book marks (optional)
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Method:
1. Cover your work surface with plastic, squeeze a small amount of acrylic paint into a 

dish, add enough water to make a colour wash. 

2. Spray the dryer sheets with water and begin to paint the dryer sheets with the 
prepared paint. Air dry; this may take a while, depending on the climate you live in. 

3. Select the book or digital device you would like to make the cover for. 

4. With a measuring tape carefully record the outside of the closed book (this includes 
front and back cover as well as the spine). Let’s say for easy figures: The book 
measures 14“ closed.

5. Add 4 - 5 “ on each side for the front and back pockets (see above line drawing ) - 
these are the pockets you create to slip the front and back covers into when the book 
cover is completed. Also add 1 “ to the top and bottom of the pattern to allow for 
trimming and finishing. 

6. According to these measurements cut a rectangle from the felt. Based on the 
measurements provided here: the rectangle will measure 24” wide and 10.5” high.

7. Iron the non-woven interfacing to the felt for stability. 

8. Iron the paper backed fusible (Wonder Under) to several dry painted dryer sheets. 
Set aside.
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9. Prepare the template for the OGEE shape. Mine measures 4 “ 
top to bottom, 2 1/4 “ across at the widest part. Use the stiff 
card stock for the template and cut it out. 

10. Now place the template 
on the paper backing of one 
of the prepared dryer sheets from step 8. With a 
pencil draw around the shapes, moving the 
template along and utilizing the interlocking quality 
of the shape. You should be able to get about 6 
shapes (based on the above measurements) from 
one of these fusible backed dryer sheets. 

11. Cut out the OGEE shapes, peel the paper backing 
and place the OGEE shapes fusible side down onto 
the felt rectangle. The interfacing side will be touching 
the work surface. You are looking at the felt side when 
positioning the OGEE shapes. 

12. Preheat the iron, place a pressing sheet over the 
dryer sheet OGEE shapes and press them to the felt 
surface. 

13. Thread a Metallica needle on the sewing 
machine with metallic thread, regular cotton 
thread in the bobbin. Loosen the top tension 
by one or two numbers. With your feed 
dogs dropped stitch the outline of each 
OGEE shape to securely fasten the shapes. 

14. Once all shapes are securely sewn into place, concentrate 
on the negative space between the OGEES and fill this 
space in with a simple meandering stitch.     >
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15.Turn the rectangle over. You are now 
facing the back (non-public side). Using 
a light coloured fabric pencil draw 
designs of your choice into the OGEE 
shapes.     >

16. Wind a bobbin with the metallic soft cord (I used YLI), loosen the bobbin case screw 
1/4 - 1/2 turn and insert. Continue to use metallic thread as the top thread. 

17. Place the book cover public side down with the wrong side (back side of the book 
cover) facing you! Now begin to follow your designs, stitching and filling in one OGEE 
shape at a time. Please note: Due to the heavier braid you will have to wind bobbins 
more often.

18. Once all shapes are embellished finish thread ends securely. 

19. Wrap the cover around the book to determine where the back and front pockets will 
be situated. Mark with fabric pencil.

20. Trim the cover to about 1/2 “ more than the actual book you are creating the cover 
for. (Including the pockets!)

21. Fold over 1/2 “ and sew down the short edges 
of the rectangle.                     >

22. Attach facing strips: Fold 3” strips into half, press 
with a hot iron, position them in the center of the 
rectangle and sew onto the long sides, where the 
spine will be situated. This is also the time to insert 
ribbons for book marks. 
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23. According to the markings from Step 
19. fold pocket allowances, good sides 
together, and stitch securely in place. 

24. Trim corners for crisper turned corners. Turn 
right side out and insert book. 

Congratulations: Your book cover is complete! 
Attach beads or charms to the ribbon book 
marks if desired. 
Enjoy this tactile cover and use as many dryer 
sheets in book covers for gifts as you can 
possibly create.

Share images and insights! I look forward to 
hearing from you!

anna@annahergert.com

! ! ! ! ! ! **********************
Copyright ©Anna Hergert 2004 - 2012
All rights reserved. This book cover project was originally researched, developed and created by Anna 
Hergert. All images and instructions may not be reproduced without written permission. Book covers 
created based on these instructions are for personal use and gifts only. 
Thank you for respecting the designer’s intellectual property. 
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